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8th Grade Quarter 4 

Language  

Students will: • Explain the function of verbs in various sentence structures, moods and voice. 

• Use verbs in various moods and voice to achieve a particular effect. 

• Consult reference materials to determine meaning, pronunciation and part of speech of a word. 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

8 L 1ACD 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
• Explain the function of verbals 
(gerunds, participles, infinitives) in 
general and their function in particular 
sentences. 
• Form and use verbs in the indicative, 
imperative, interrogative, conditional, 
and subjunctive mood.  
• Recognize and correct inappropriate 
shifts in verb voice and mood. 

Informational Text Response/Report Writing 
How are playwrights or public speakers similar to and different from 
authors? Choose a playwright or public speaker to research. As you read 
about his/her life, determine the author’s point of view or purpose in 
writing the text, and analyze how it impacts your understanding of the 
person’s life. Work with classmates to strengthen your writing through 
planning, revising, and editing your report. Publish your report on a class 
wiki about playwrights or public speakers. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

8 L 2C 

Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
• Spell correctly. 

Literary Response 
Compare the two sides of the American Revolution as presented in 
George vs. George: The American Revolution As Seen from Both Sides by 
Rosalyn Schanzer. Or, compare the “traditional” story you were told of 
Thanksgiving to the one presented in 1621: A New Look at Thanksgiving 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 
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(I Am American) by Catherine O’Neil. In your journal, describe how an 
author’s point of view influences their thoughts and feelings about 
America. What specific lines or incidents helped you to re-examine your 
pre-conceived notions about these events? Cite specific examples/page 
numbers from the text. 
 

 

8 L 3 

Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
• Use verbs in the active and passive 
voice and in the conditional and 
subjunctive mood to achieve particular 
effects (e.g., emphasizing the actor or the 
action; expressing uncertainty or 
describing a state contrary to fact). 

Literary/Informational Text Response 
Girls: A History of Growing Up Female in America by Penny Colman 
presents the female perspective throughout history as revealed in 
diaries, memoirs, letters, photographs, and popular magazines. Compare 
this to John Adams’ “Letter on Thomas Jefferson.” What do these texts 
reveal about the historical time period they were written in/about? Talk 
about your ideas with a partner. Then, in your journal, describe how an 
author’s point of view influences readers’ thoughts and feelings about 
America. Cite specific examples/page numbers from the text. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

8 L 4CD 

Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 
• Consult general and specialized 
reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and 
digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 
• Verify the preliminary determination of 
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context 
or in a dictionary). 

Word Study 
Where do words come from? How does knowing their origin help us not 
only to spell the words, but also to understand their meaning? Add 
words found, learned, and used throughout your reading to your 
personal dictionary (e.g., rural, agrarian, agriculture, hamlet, village, 
country, countryside, rustic, etc.). This dictionary will be used all year 
long to explore the semantics (meanings) of words and their origins. 
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